Posterior fossa tumors in children: a case study.
Brain tumors are the second most common malignancy to occur during childhood and the posterior fossa is the most common region of the brain affected. Diagnosis and treatment are complex and challenging. Once a child suffering from a posterior fossa tumor is identified, a multidisciplinary team must be assembled to provide comprehensive care through all phases of treatment. The nursing staff is vital to this team because they are often the individuals who coordinate services involved in the care of the child with a posterior fossa tumor. This case study illustrates the phases of diagnosis and treatment of a child with a medulloblastoma and highlights critical care nursing challenges. Following the case study presentation, a summary describes posterior fossa tumors including epidemiology, pathophysiology, clinical manifestations, and outcome. The case study is integrated throughout this review to highlight key issues for critical care nurses to explore.